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In todays economy the oceans have an
increased significance requiring all countries to
be able to participate in the global market place.
Shipping is the heart of the global economy, but
it remains vulnerable. International commerce
could be at risk at the key trading hubs as well as
at the strategic chokepoints. The right of vessels
to travel freely in international waters, engage in
innocent transit passage and have access to ports
is an essential element of international security.

potential targets that fit terrorists’ operational
objectives in achieving high shock value and
catastrophic scale attacks.

We need to protect the freedom of the sea’s
and maintain a rule based international order,
so that power is not misused, threats to peace
and stability from friction between countries
are managed through negotiation based on
International law and the threat of violent nonstate actors addressed by global action.

These challenges to our security and
economic livelihood require a new mindset – one
that sees the total threat and takes all necessary
actions through an active, layered defense-indepth and the initiative to have the capacity for
sustainable deployment to guard the sea.

As an Island state, Sri Lanka’s maritime
well-being has been vital throughout the nation’s
history. A peaceful, tranquil and secure Indian
ocean is essential to its prosperity. It is prudent
that we continue to recognize this fact and not
makethe error of slipping into state of complacency
leading to “maritime blindness”,meaning that we
apply our total consciousness and intellectin how
we deal with issues as they develop in this part of
the world.
We recognize a requirement in
establishing a worldwide common Maritime
Domain awareness organization, which will be
an integrated information-sharing grid, aiding in
detecting and tackling threats emanating from the
sea in real time. The aim is to generate a common
operational picture of activities at sea through an
institutionalized mechanism for collecting, fusing
and analysing information from technical and
other sources.
To achieve persistent Maritime domain
awareness,we must re-orient and integrate legacy
systems with current and emerging capabilities.
The maritime domain presents a broad array of
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This gathering will acknowledge that the
basis for effective deterrence is awareness and
knowledge of the threat, along with the capability
of interdiction. Real time awareness grants one
the advantage of time and space in detecting,
deterring, interdicting and defeating the adversary.

In conclusion, I believe that the
deliberations that will be articulated during the
next two days within this august gathering will
confer ways and means to augment “Maritime
Visibility”, through constructive deliberations that
stem from a tactical level, up to a strategic and
policy level.
We envisage expanding partnerships to
take on tomorrow’s problems, and training to
meet future roles and future missions. The Galle
dialogue will review the last years’ operations and
developments at sea, learn lessons and re-chart
our way forward. I hope that this discourse creates
a climate of critical thinking, intellectual curiosity,
and objective analysis,which aids in the molding
of new solutions to existing and predicted issues
on the oceans.
I repeat the need to invest in partnerships
and cooperation, in order to provide the visibility
we need to keep the oceans of the world safe, and
secure for all. As the saying goes, “individually we
are a drop, together we are an ocean”.
I take this opportunity to thank you all for
your gracious presence at Galle dialogue 2017. I
wish you all‘fair winds and following seas’.
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