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1982 UN CONVENTION ON THE LAW OF THE SEA (UI

The Conventionentered into force in 1994 and as of
August2013 165 countriesandthe EuropeanUnion have
joinedin the Convention

The Conventioncomprises320 articlesand nine annexes
governingall aspectsof oceanspace suchasdelimitation,
environmental control, marine scientific research
economic and commercial activities, transfer of
technology and the settlement of disputes relating to
oceanmaitter
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MARITIME SPACES

. BASELINE: LLAINE ON
COASTLINE FROM WHICH.
e CLAIMS PROJECT SEAWAF

7 . Territorial sea: ART. 4
(defined in Lat. Long.) :12M LIMIT

PRaN . Contiguouszone ART

EEZ ART 57 0 20M
LIMIT

Nautical Miles frozr:1 TSB z . - EXtended CO ntl ne ntal
shelf Art7G6 35M Iimit

Territorial Sea Baseline (TSB)
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ARTICLE 76, PARAGRAPH 1

NThe continental shelf obedaad c
the subsoll of the submarine areas that extend beyond its territoric
sea throughout the natural prolongation of its land territory to the
outer edge of the continental margin, or to a distance of 200 nauti
miles from the baselines from which the breadth of the territorial
sea is measured where the outer edge of the continental maegn

notextendup to that distance O

24
Nautical Miles from TSB
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DELINEATION OF THE OUTER LIMITS OF
THE CONTINENTAL SHELF BEYOND 200 M

The outer limits of the
extended shelf are defined
by means of Four rules:
two formulae and two
constraints:

Formulae:

A foot of the continental
slope to 1% sediment Constraints:
e MEsE A 350 M from baselines

A foot of the continental A 2,500 m isobath + 100 M
slope + 60 M
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COMMISSION ON THE LIMITS OF THE
CONTINENTAL SHELF [CLCS]

A 21 experts in the field of
I Geology;
I Geophysics; or
I Hydrography;

A Elected by States Parties

A Due regard to the need to ensueguitable
geographical representation

A Serve in their personal capacities

Galle Dialogue International Maritime Conferentdo 2 Dec 2014 !



CLCS FUNCTIONS

First,to considerthe submissiongnade by coastal
States, and to make recommendations In
accordancewith article 76 and the Statement of
Understandingadopted on 29 August1980 by the
Third United NationsConferenceon the Lawof the
Sea

and

second, to provide scientific and technical advice to
States.
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CLCS: PAST AND PRESENT TERMS

i FIRST COMMISSION : Elected at the 8" meeting of SPLOS in
March 1997. Served from 16 June 1997 to 15 June 2002.

(i SECOND COMMISSION : Elected on 23 April 2002, at the 12
meeting of SPLOS. Served for a term of five years which
commenced from 16 June 2002.

i THIRD COMMISSION : Elected on 14 and 15 June 2007 at the
17th meeting of SPLOS. Served foa term of 5 years

0 FOURTH AND PRESENT COMMISSION: Elected on 6 and 7 June
2012 and Dec 2012, at the 22nd meeting of SPLOS. Theh4
Commission will serve from 16 June 2012 to 15 June 2017.

C 4 Members have been on the Commission since inception
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DOCUMENTS OF THE COMMISS

Rules of Procedure (including the Modus
Operandi) Adopted in September 1997

Scientific and Technical Guidelines adopted
In May 1999 taassist coastal States Iin the
preparation of their submissions to the
Commission
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SUBMISSIONS BY COASTAL STATES
THE OBJECTIVES OF SUBMISSION

Ac2 RSY2YAaUuUNOGS 02 O0KS /]
natural prolongation of the submerged land territory ta
the outer edge of the continental margin extends
beyond 200 M and thus meets the test of
appurtenance;

A To propose a delineation of the outer limits of the
continental shelf to the Commission which complies
with the provisions contained in article 76 of UNCLOS
its Annex Il, the Statement of Understanding, and the
Scientific and Technical Guidelines of the Commissior

Galle Dialogue International Maritime Conferentdo 2 Dec 2014 H



SUBMISSIONS

A Asof 25 September2014 the Commissionhad
receivedatotal of 75 submissions

A 46 preliminary submissionsto the Secretary
Generall CLC8oesnot consider)

A 2 Stateshave revisedresubmissions(Barbados
and Russian the Seaof Okhotsk)

Galle Dialogue International Maritime Conference 1 to 2 Dec 2014 15



SUBMISSIONS PRESENTLY UNDER CONSIDE

i. South Africajn respect of the mainland of the territory of the
Republic of South Africa

li. Federated States of Micronesia, Papua New Guinea and Solomon
Islands- concerning the Ontong Java Plateau.

lii. France and South Africain the area of the Crozet Archipelago and
the Prince Edward Islands

Iv. Mauritius in the region of Rodriguetsland

V. Uruguay

vi. Cook Island#n respect of the Manihiki Plateau
vil. Argentina

viil. Pakistan

IX. Norway, in respect of Bouvetgya and Dronning Maugnd
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OUTPUT OF COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION

l. As of 05 September 201421 recommendations have
been adopted .

1. Out of thes&@1 recommendationsthe first Commission
adopted 1 recommendation

lil. thesecondCommission adopted recommendations,

Iv. thethird Commission adopted 5 recommendations

v. thefourth and the present Commsonhave so far (after
the 34th session) adopteBirecommendations
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RECOMMENDATIONS UNDER CONSIDERAI

After the 35" sessionl recommendation
(Iceland is still under consideration
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OUTER LIMITS DEPOSITION BASED ON T|
RECOMMENDATIONS

Four States, namelMexico (May, 2009), Ireland
(August, 2009), Philippines (July 2012) and
Australia (November, 2012gve deposited with
the SecretaryGeneral of the United Nations the
outer limits of their continental shelf established
on the basis of the recommendations of the
Commission.
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SUBMISSIONS AN DISPUTES (ANNEX 1 R

A Many parts of the ECSare included in more than one
submission, where neighboring or adjacent States
considerthat their seafloor conditions make them each
equallycompliantwith the criteriain ART/6.

A Someof theseoverlapareashaveresultedin the issuance
of note Verbaledo the United Nations

A Others are the subject of mutual non-objection
agreementsand othersstill havebeenresolvedby means
of a joint submissionpresentedby two or more coastal
States

A In casesof land or maritime dispute, the CLCShallnot
considerand qualifya submissionfAnnexl. parasa).
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SUBMISSIONS THAT HAVE ARRIVED ON TOP OF THE QUEUE
NOT BE CONSIDERRDe 46 and annex | RoP).

.  Myanmar
Ii. Yemen, in respect of soutast of Socotra Island;

lii. the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, in
respect of Hatton Rockall Area,;

Iv. lIreland, in respect of HatteRockall Area;

v. Fiji,

vi. Malaysia and Viet Nam in the southern part of the South Chir
Sea,

vii. Kenya

No developments to indicate that consent existed on the
part of all States concerned which would allow for the
consideration of those submissions
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CLCS WORK LOAD

At the 14th Meeting of SPLO3MIr. Peter Croker, revealed that
the predicted submissions by an estimaté$l coastatates by
the May 2009 deadline would result in an unsustainable
workloadunder theprevailing working practices

During the 19" Meeting of SPLOS0 submissions had been
received by the deadline of 13 Map09.

The third Chairman of the Commission, Mr. Alexandre Tagore
Medeiros deAlbuquerque estimated that at the present rate of
progress, the latestubmissions receivedould not be
considered by subcommissions before August 228 that
Recommendationsould be issued in respeot the
corresponding coastal States no earlier than March 2030 (duri
the sixtyfifth sessiorof the Commission
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CLCS WORK LOAD

Alarge number of submissions were delivered &
few weeks prior to the timeline of 13 May 2009,
which was applicable to many States Parties.

his resulted in an unprecedented increase In
the workload of the Commission.
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MSP AND WORKLOAD

U At its 239 Meeting of States Partieen open ended
working group was formed to look into conditions of
service of the members of the Commission (see
SPLOS/259, para. 26, and SPLOS/263, sect. VI.B).

0 Commission had made presentations to the WG.

U WG considered health insurance to members from
Developing States.

THE COMMISSION IS ONE AND SHOULD BE TRE/
SAME
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30"™MSESSION DECISIONSRKLOAD: REQUEST BY
SPLOSSPLOS/229, para. 1)

The Commission consider, in coordination with the
Secretariat, to meet in New York for up26 weeks
but not less than an intended minimum of 21 wee|
a year for a period of five yeargistributed in such a
way that the Commission determines to be the mc
effective, and that no two sessions would be
seqguential.
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CLCS NEW WORKING ARRANGEMENTS
(RESPONSE $BLOS (SPLOS/229, para. 1)

3 sessions /year af weeks eachincluding plenary

meetings, for a total o21

weekf meetings of the

Commission and its subcommissions. 4 of these 21
weeks would be devoted to plenary meetings.

9 Submissiongsonsidered
submissions by each su

simultaneously (3
pcommisgion

Depending on the comp

exity of each submission, th

Commission spends betweéno 4 yeardo consider a
submission before a recommendation Is issued.
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CLCS WORKLOAD : THE FUTURE

X These new working arrangements are an attempt to
manage the workload of the Commission.

x Even though the Commission has made every effort,
within its current capacity, to establish new
subcommissions and extend its work weeks in New Yor
and home countrieshe workload of the Commission
remains a concern.

X The new working arrangements MAY NOT constitute a
permanent solution to the continuously increasing
workload, in view of the existingsubmissionsthe future
submissionsas well as when revised submissionsare
submittedby States
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PREVIEW ON SOME PAST SUBMISSIC
AND CLCS RECOMMENDATIONS
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1.
\V2

VI.

VII.

RUSSIAN SUBMISSION

First State to make a submission on Dec 30 2001

4 areas: Barents Sea, Bering Sea, Sé€xkbbtskand
Central Arctic.

Total area Approx 1,374,700k
Recommendations adopted on 27 June 2002

Barents sea and Bering Sgaaansmit charts and
coordinates with Norway in Barents Se and US in
Bering Sea

Sea of Okhotsknake a revised submission with
agreement with Japan

Central Arctielnsufficient data. Make a revised
submission.

Galle Dialogue International Maritime Conferentdo 2 Dec 2014 20



RUSSIAN FEDERATION: PARTIAL REVISED SUBN
(the Sea of Okhotsk)

I.  Partial Revised Submission
on 28 February 2013 in tH I
Sea of Okhotsk g 1 °

li. Area: 44,300km

. Recommendations
adopted on 11 March 20

Iv. CLCS agrees that the

CLCS agrees with the
Russian Federation that §
the Enclave lies landwards
of the single constraints
line.
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AUSTRALIA

. Submission made on
Nov 2004 10 Regions

. 10 RegionsArgo regio
Australia Antarctic (no
to be considered) , 5‘
Great Australian Bightjsas
Kerguelen Plateau ,
Lord Howe Rise,
Macquarie Ridge,
Naturaliste Plateaus
Region South Tasma
Rise, Three Kings Ridge,
Wallaby and Exmouth
Plateau.

28
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\V2

AUSTRALIA

Recommendations adopted for 9 regions on 9
April 2008

Formula line for Argo Region, Great Australian
Bight, Kerguelen Plateau, Lord Howe Rise,
Macquarie Ridge, Naturaliste Plateau, South
Tasman Rise, Three Kings Ridge, Wallaby and
Exmouth Plateau.

Disagreed with method used to connect the outer
iImits to the 200M Comply with Art 76.

~OS _ morphology or morphology combined with
geology/geophysics
Area covers 2.5m
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V.

IRELAND (Partial submission)

Zone B Procupine
Abyssal Plain

Applied FOS plus 1%
sediment thickness andi
application of both ‘ 2l
constraints lines at
350M and 2,500m
Isobath + 100M

Recommendations
adopted on 5 April 200
Area: 38,100k

FO

FP 21 to FP 32\

- P - -d
RCEA S

petroleum @ftairs division
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\V2

NEW ZEALAND

Submitted on 19 April 2006
4 regions: Northern, Easterg

Southern and Western
Regions.

Recommendations adoptec
on 22 August 2008

CLCS agreed with
entitlement in 4 Regions
para 4 Art 76, Application o
sediment thickness+ 60M

Area : App 1.7million squar
miles.
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\VA

MEXICO: WESTERN POLYGON IN

GULF OF MEXICO
Submitted on 13 Dec
2007~ Western Polygon | s
of Gulf of Mexico

Applied para 4 of Art 76§&

CLCS agreed with
distance and depth
constraints

Recommendations
adopted on 31 March
2009

Area: App. 9300km

32
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JOINT SUBMISSION : FRANCE, IRELAND, SPAIN AND

\VA

(FISU

First Joint submission
19 May 2006

Area:81,700km

Based on application (s
para 4, the 4 States args
entitled to continental
shelf beyond 200M

FOS+60M agreed to

Recommendations
adopted on 24 March
2009

Galle Dialogue International Maritime Conferentdo 2 Dec 2014

33



